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for the classroom...

Critical Edition of Oakes Smith novel 
now available from Broadview 

IN THIS ISSUE

BROADVIEW PUBLISHES 
THE WESTERN CAPTIVE 
(AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2015)
Caroline Woidat’s edition of The 
Western Captive; or, The Times of 
Tecumseh and Other Indian Stories 
promises to bring this important 
work to hundreds of college 
curricula.

OAKES SMITH AT THE 
SSAWW, PHILADELPHIA 
2015
Woidat and others presenting at 
the SSAWW’s triennial 
conference on Oakes Smith’s 
first Indian novel. 

A “NEW” OAKES SMITH 
NOVEL? 
Tim Scherman shares his 
experience of untying a stack of  
manuscript with the title The 
Queen of Tramps in the archives at 
the University of Virginia

EOS WEBSITE TRAVELS 
TO (SQUARE) SPACE
Scholars may now visit an 
expanded EOS website, including 
new discoveries in EOS 
bibliography (early works), new 
downloadable primary texts, and 
a blog space for scholarship in 
progress

NEW SCHOLARSHIP ON 
EOS
Papers and Chapters recently 
published and/or presented  

  

The publication of  Caroline Woidat’s 
edition of  Oakes Smith’s The Western Captive, 
including a selection of  Oakes Smith’s short 
fiction on Native American subjects and an 
array of  additional relevant texts, promises to 
accelerate Oakes Smith’s recovery as a central 
figure in nineteenth-century American 
literature and culture. While some years ago 
the novel was made available in inexpensively 
bound photocopy editions of  the original 
newspaper “supplement” published in 1842, 
students commonly complained of  its 
minuscule font and uneven printing.  Woidat’s 
critical introduction usefully expands upon

her essay, “Puritan Daughters and Wild 
Indians: Elizabeth Oakes Smith’s Narratives of 
Domestic Captivity” (Legacy, 2001), providing 
important discussions of  Oakes Smith’s place 
in the debate over Harrison’s legacy,  and her 
significant relation to Henry and Jane 
Schoolcraft.

at the conference...
Oakes Smith at SSAWW, 
Philadelphia, 2015

Inspired by the new availability of  Oakes 
Smith’s novel, the Oakes Smith panel at 
conference (scheduled for Saturday November 
7 from 11-12:15) features three readings of  The 
Western Captive, including papers by Irene Di 
Maio, tracing the novel’s crossing to German 
translation and interpretation soon after its 
initial publication; Tracy-Lynn Clough, on 
the novel’s participation in an ideological 
crossing from “captivity” to “adoption;” and 
Rebecca Jaroff, author of  several presented 
and/or published papers on Oakes Smith.  
Caroline Woidat will present on the novel at 
the following session (1:40-3pm), sponsored by 
the Western Literature Association, in a paper 
entitled “The Western Captive and the Literature 
of  the Middle Ground.” 

More News on Page 2
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 from the archives...
Manuscript Novel “Untied” 
at UVa

  

(MS held in the Albert and Shirley Small Special 
Collections Library, University of  Virginia)

A review of  the catalog description of  
the Oakes Smith papers at the archives 
at the University of  Virginia lists “The 
Queen of  Trumps” as a manuscript 
novel in their possession.  As Tim 
Scherman reports in a recent blog on 
the Oakes Smith website, the title here 
is misreported; the title, which seemed 
to promise something about playing 
cards, suddenly becomes more 
interesting to many scholars as The 
Queen of  Tramps--a complete manuscript 
of  a novel about a middle-class 
woman’s taking up residence among 
the poor of  New York.  Most intriguing, 
Scherman reports, was the condition of 
the manuscript, which, if  it has been 
read since the collection came to the 
library in the 1930s, has not been 
looked at in some time, firmly tied, as it 
was, in cotton twine that bore no sign of 
recent disturbance.

a new image... 
Independent Scholar 
Discovers New Oakes Smith 
Image

Conducting a google image search on 
another author, independent scholar 
Loren Christie came across a 
previously unrecovered image of  Oakes 
Smith for sale by an antiques dealer.  
Fortunately, the verso was available as 
well, identifying the portrait as the work 
of  C[harles] D[eforest] Frederick of  
New York.  Learning his trade from 
Jeremiah Gurney, one of  the pioneers of 
the daguerrotype process, Frederick took 
his trade to South America, and later to 
Paris, perfecting processes of  tinting and 
enlargement that created the first 
“poster” size images of  celebrities.  
Comparisons with other images of  
Oakes Smith and the fact that Frederick 
only returned to New York City briefly 
in the mid-1850s allows us to guess, 
without other evidence, that the image 
dates from 1855-56,  when Oakes 
Smith’s career as a novelist was at its 
height, with reprint editions of Mary and 
Hugo (originally entitled he Salamander) 
(1848), Bertha and Lily (1854), and The 
Newsboy (1854) still in demand. 

new resources for scholars...

new resources for scholars...
Oakes Smith Website 
Migrates to Squarespace 

Having lumped along in a simple html 
format since 2006, the EOS website 
has finally stepped up to a more 
flexible and visually up-to-date 
platform in Squarespace.  But along 
with something a little prettier to look 
at, students and scholars now have 
access to several new downloadable 
texts and an expanded bibliography 
including the results of  recent research 
(by graduate students Abigail Harris 
and Rebecca Wiltberger): a full 
listing of  Oakes-Smith’s earliest 
published writings in Seba Smith’s 
Portland Courier and Family Reader.  A 
new blog space is also available on the 
new site for scholars to share their 
recent EOS-related findings.  Submit 
posts (500 words or less) to the EOS 
web maintainer at 
t-scherman@neiu.edu.

new scholarship... 
Recent Work on EOS

Lesley Ginsberg, “Minority/Majority: 
Childhood Studies and Antebellum 
American Literature,” in Anna Mae 
Duane, ed., The Children’s Table: Childhood 
Studies and the Humanities, (Athens, GA: U 
Georgia P, 2013), 105-123. 

Rebecca Jaroff, “Earth hides no more 
the horrid truth”:  When Nature Brings 
Buried Crimes to Light,” for The Depths 
of  Environmental Arts, Culture and Justice 
panel, Association for the Study of  
Literature and the Environment, 
University of  Idaho, June 23-27, 2015.

Timothy Scherman, “Oakes Smith 
Returns to Maine:  ‘The Defeated Life,’ 
Katahdin, and the Dangers of  
Biographical Criticism,” Gorman Lecture 
Series, Yarmouth History Center, North 
Yarmouth, ME, June 10, 2014. 
	 	
-----, “Smooth Words in Sedgwick’s ‘Letter 
to Charles Butler,’ and Oakes Smith's ‘The 
Dignity of  Labor,’” “Great Excursions: 
Travel and the Nineteenth-Century 
Literary Imagination,” Catherine Maria 
Sedgwick Society Symposium, St. Louis 
MO,  June 7, 2014
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