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these fragrant plants. The sweet-scented
vernal grass—Anthoxanthum—fills the
air of New England with its delightful
odor during the hay-making season.

Sugar-cane, the products of which are
so essential to a race delighting in sweets,
is a graminaceous plant, claimed by both
continents, and its use antedates history,
though sugar. as an article of food, has
been in use in Europe but a compara-
tively short period. This is one of the
long-lived grasses, well-kept plantations
existing more than half a century,

The Dhoura, or Egyptian maize, pro-
duces a coarse grain much used by the
lower classes in the Orient. This plant
is the source of one of the chief grain
products of Egypt, being next to wheat
in importance. It fed the numberless
toilers on the banks of the Nile territo-
ries before the Christian era, and the
mode of its culture there is the same now
as then, as is shown by the prehistoric
sculptures yet remaining in that land so
full of memorials of an unknown past.
In some portions of Asia this plant yields
three harvests in the course of the year.
The cereals have been the principal food
of Egypt through the historic ages.

While the alimentary properties of
grasses and their products have fur-
nished support to so great a proportion
of animal life on the earth, yet one spe-
cies, valueless for food, and of no special
importance at the present day, for a long
period of the world’s history outranked
all others in importance—the Papyrus
Orientalis of the Nile.

Allusion has been made to the manu-
facture and uses of this plant in a former
paper. In this place it ranks in its own
distinctive family, the Graminz, and, as

such, can not be overlooked. This coarse
but not ungraceful sedge grows from four
to ten feet in height, with culms perhaps
an inch in diameter, from the tissues of
which the writing rolls of antiquity were
wrought. The monumental structures
and carvings on the banks of the Nile
have been hardly more enduring than the
records written on the papyri. They
penetrate far into prehistoric times, being
found in the catacombs of the Pharaohs.

The Saracenic invasion ruined the
manufacture and sale of papyrus sheets,
and since that period it has been lost
sight of in modern inventions, and the
once renowned reed has hecome a neg-
lected and comparatively useless weed of
the stagnant waters of the East.

We close our sketch with the daméoo—
Bambusa—which is one of the most use-
ful and beautiful of the tropical abores-
cent grasses. This grass affords to the
sea-islander nearly all he needs for shel-
ter, clothing, and weapons. He builds
his huts and boats of its larger stalks.
and weaves mats, nets, and cordage of
its fibers. The slender branchlets form
his weapons—bows, arrows, and lances.

Among the more civilized Chinese and
Japanese, besides furnishing material for
houses and fences, bamboo is manufac-
tured into furniture and many useful im-
plements, which often find their way to
more enlightened lands.

Sir James Smith calls the bambgo the
“ Giant of the Grasses.” Its culms often
attain to the height of a hundred feet in
a single season, and with their graceful,
drooping branches, or laterals, from which
depend slender willowy leaves, they form
one of the lovcliest and most distin-
guishing objects of a tropic landscape.

ANNIE E. COLE.

HOW THEY TALKED.

MY RECOLLECTIONS OF

AS I sit in my library and recall the
£} friends of other days, I think, though
so many arc lost to me—dear, beautiful

ones, who, weary with the toil of life,
turned their face to the wall, and left me

Google

PROMINENT AMERICANS,

to mourn for them—I am less sad and
lonely. than most of those who survive.
My memory is a perpetual sourcc of
enjoyment, for it unfailingly preserves all
that is wholesome to be remembered. and
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listener as well as talker, always allowing
his colloquist a fair chance to speak, and
yet nobody was better able to cut off a
bore, or to silence the insolent. He was
also a splendid hater, and knew how to
strike down an enemy with a telling blow.

In social life he was pre-eminently
genial, considerate for others, kind to the

destitute, forbearing te the erring. His
deeds of benevolence were many, and
some of them truly romantic, and thus
this man, once the pride and the terror of
party, was a most kindly and agreeable
man in the home circle, abounding in
anecdote, and courteous and obliging.
ELIZABETH OAKES SMITH.

KEEP THE WHEEL TURNING.

Ir ye want to get on in this big warl’ o’ oors,

Ye maun tread ower the nettles as weel as the
floors.

Be sober an’ honest, nae secrets reveal,

Hae patience—ye’ll prosper by turning the wheel.

I mind my auld grannie aft telt me when young

To mind what I sald—aye to guard weel my
tongue.

I thocht on her words as she fllled up her reel ;

8he lived an’ was honest through turning the
wheel.

There’s naetbing like ayc keoping on the alert ;
We kenna how soon a chance micht come oor airt
To better oorselves, ay, and help us to speel
The steep hill o' life—ca’ awa’ at the wheel.

When ye've a few pounds in yer pooch, ye can
say—

‘“Come weel or come woe, I can manage my
“-ny ;ll

’Tis the great po’er o’ wealth that can build a
heich beil—

8ae, if ye'd obtain it, keep turning the wheel.

TOM M'LAGHLAN.

INTELLECTUAL AND MORAL CULTURE.

'I‘HE history of man shows the failure

of teachers in religion and morals
to make men truthful and honest. This
truth holds good in nations where the
Bible is taken for a standard of right and
wrong, as well as in those countries where
the people bow at the feet of Mahomet
or worship at the shrine of Buddha, or
an imaginary deity. Even in Puritan
New England, where the school-house
and the church stand side by side, and
the young have the advantages of excel-
lent intellectual culture and the religious
training, according to the Episcopal and
other creeds of different Christian de-
nominations, vice and sensuality abound ;
and men in high stations, both in Church
and State, violate the laws of the land,
and in prisons, and sometimes upon the
gallows, suffer the penalty of their crimes.
There is a cause for this state of morals;
and we affirm that it is the result of error
on the part of intellectual, moral, and re-
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ligious teachers in educating and training
the youthful mind.

It is affirmed by those who have the
education of the race under their super-
vision, that the youthful minds should be
educated at home by parents. This is
true, but how can the young be educated
at home when the parents are ignorant,
and have no intellectual and moral cult-
ure? Or in countries where the public
school reaches all, how are the children
to be tapght morality at home when both
parents are violators of all the commands
of the Decalogue? Furthermore, how
can any instructor, private or public, teach
the young the principles of honesty with-
out a knowledge of the innate faculties
of the mind to be educated? Educate
the intellect and neglect conscience, and
a people, like the inhabitants of New En-
gland, having learned men, great in sci-
ence, theology, and law, but in numerous
cases deficient in the eternal principle of



